
ICE  ART.

This  article  is  about  one  of  the  queerest,  but  most  impressive  arts  ever  been  on  Earth, an  art,  whose  product is  as  

vulnerable  and  transient  as  it  is  beautiful.  This  is  Ice  Art.

Some  people  claim  that  ice  sculpting  should  not  be  considered  a  genuine  art  for  the  lifetime  of  ice  art  objects  is  

limited.

Fortunately,  the  value  of  a  piece  of  art  depends  on  how  it  makes  us  feel,  not  on  how  long  it  lasts  physically.  And  Ice  

Art  gives  us  a   fascinating  sense  of  beauty  mixed  with  a  slight  sorrow  for  its  fragility.



Read  paragraphs  A-E  quickly  and  match  headings   !-5:

INSTRUMENTS  AND  TECHNIQUES  USED.

PECULIARITY  OF  THE  MATERIAL.

FROM  THE  HISTORY  OF  ICE  ART.

ICE  ART  IN  RUSSIA.

FESTIVITY  NOT  TO  BE MISSED.

A……………………………………………………. .

There  hardly are  different  opinions  on  where  and  when  ice  sculpting  first  appeared.  Professionals  

believe  Japan  became  the  homeland  of  Ice  Art  thousands  of  years  ago. But  the  first  country  to  

start  ice  art  festivals  was,  undoubtedly,  China..                                         

As  long  as  three  centuries  ago  Chinese  fishermen  from  the  vicinity  of  Harbin,  a  town  in  the  north-

east  of  China,  used  to  make  ice  lanterns  so  that  they  could  take  them  to  sea  to  fish  at  night.  On  

coming  back,  they  left  the  lanterns  on  the  shore  where  children  would  play  with  them  during  

traditional  winter  celebrations.  Gradually  the  children`s  games  grew  into  ice  lantern  shows  and  since  

1963  a  popular  annual  ice  art  festival  with  huge  ice  buildings,  gardens,  falls,  gothic  cathedrals,  

carved  flowers  and  dragons  has  been  held  in  Harbin.

-----,--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fact  check:  T  /true/  or  F /false/.

Ice  Art  in  China  numbers  thousands  of  years.

The  fishermen  made  ice  lanterns  to  get  warm  at  sea.

Little  by  little  the  children`s  games  became  lantern  shows.

Since  1963  ice  art  festivals  have  been  organized  in  Harbin  once  a  year.



B-------------------------------------------------------------------

Ice  is  a  universal  material  suitable  for  buildings  and  figures  of  any  size   from the  

gigantic  copy  of  the  Great  Wall  of  China,  erected  in  Harbin  in  2OO3,  to  the  “weightless”  

wings,  feelers  and  legs  of  the   enormous  grasshopper  by  Peter  Slavin  and  Yunishi  

Nakamura,  US  sculptors,  who  carved  their  masterpiece  in  Fairbanks  in  2OO7.

Cutting  ice  is  like  cutting  stone  or  wood. An  only  difference  is  that  you  have  to  keep  

the  air  temperature  at  a  certain  level.  If  it  drops  to  -35  degrees,  ice  becomes  fragile,  

which  means  that  a  crack  may  spoil a  composition  and  you  will  have  to  start  the  work  

again.

Where  is  ice  for  sculpting  taken  from?  Ice  blocks  can  be  made  in  huge  refrigerators,  

but  it  is  a  very  long-lasting  and  costly  process.  Even  to  hold  a  small  ice  art  competition  

you  need  hundreds  tons  of  ice.  That  is  why  it  is  usually  taken  from  natural  bodies  of  

water.

However,  finding  crystal-clear  natural  material  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  do:  high-quality  

ice  cannot  contain  bulbs,  seaweeds  or  sand.;  it  is  to  be  absolutely  transparent.  In  places  

like  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  where  one  of  the  world`s  most  impressive  festivals  is  held,  bluish-

tinted  ice  blocks  from  the  local  river  are  so  clear  that you  can  read  a  newspaper  looking  

through  a  metre-thick  layer  of  the  ice.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Check  the  meaning  of  the  adjectives:

1.  fragile-------------- a.  right  for  a  particular  purpose

2.  weightless---------------- b.  easy  to  break  or  damage

3. suitable------------ c.  containing  a  small  amount  of blue  colour

4  transparent------------ d.  having  no  weight

5.  bluish-tinted----------- e.  thin  enough  to  see  things  through



С. --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Which  instruments  are  used  for  a) taking  off  extra  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------Answer  the  following  questions:Words  to  know:

a.  blowtorch  - a  device  with a  flame  at  one  end  that  is  used  for  joining  pieces  of  metal      

together;

chisel  - a  tool  with  a  flat  metal  blade  used  for  cutting  wood  or  stone;

hacksaw  - a  type  of  saw  used  for  cutting  metal;

grinding-machine  - a  piece  of  equipment  with  a  large  round  stone  that  turns  like  

a  wheel  and  used  for  making  tools  sharp

Although  ice  artists  use  a  wide  range  of  tools  and  equipment  to  achieve  the  effects  of  their  art,  it  was not  

until  the  2Oth  century,  which  brought  to  life  electric  instruments  capable  of  speeding  up  the  process  of  

making  ice  objects,  that  Ice  Art  became  wide-spread  throughout  the  world.

Artists  usually  work  in  teams  of  2-4  people  since  ice  blocks  they  have  to  deal  with  weigh  hundreds  of  

kilograms  each.  Ice  is  worked  upon  with  the  same  tools  as  wood.

The  process  of  creating  an  ice  object  starts  with  removing  extra  ice.  Big  pieces  can  be  cut  off  with  an  axe,  

but  artists  normally  avoid  using  it  because  it  leaves  a  net  of  small  scratches  and  cracks  on  an  object  and

makes  it  turbid.  So  extra  ice  is  carefully  sawed  off.  Some  artists  prefer  taking  off  layer  after  layer  with

blade  to  avoid  chips  and  cracks.

The  next  stage  is  shaping  details  and  decorating  with  patterns.  To  make  details  artists  usually  use  a  hacksa

and  chisels  of  different  sizes.  Sometimes  a  sculptor  needs  to  cover  an  object  with  a  pattern  for  which  

purpose  a  grinding  machine  or  a  special  grater  with  metal  pins  is  normally  employed.

Eventually,  to  apply  a  jewel-like  finish  to  an  ice  object  sculptors  use  a  vide  range  of  electric  equipment  from  

small  torches,  fans  and  even  irons  to  powerful  blowtorches  and  burners.  Sometimes  they  use  their  own  

palm  to  smooth  a  surface.



D.------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Snow  and  ice  sculpting  has  always  been  a  part  of  traditional  festivals  and  celebrations  accompanied  by  various  popular  outdoor  activities.  A  

new  life  was  blown  into  this  ancient  art    in  Alaska. In  1934  Kay  Huffman  and  Clara  Murray   started  the  Fairbanks  Winter  Carnival  with  

activities  such  as  parades  and  dog  races.  After  four  years  this  became  the  Ice  Carnival  and  Dog  Derby,  and artists  would  carve  

thrones  from  ice  for  the  carnival  king  and  queen.  Each  year  these  thrones  became  more  complex  and  this  was the  start  of  the   town`s  

ice  sculpting  tradition.

In  1988  the  festival  was  revived.  Teams  of  ice  artists  came  from  China  and  Chicago  to  create  sculptures  for the  Winter  Carnival.  They  

taught  local  people  how  to  sculpt  ice.  An  exhibition  followed ,  and  in  1990  the  first  competition  was  held. A team  from        France  won  

first  prize.

Today  Ice  Alaska  is  an  amazing  international  championship  with  up  to  75  competing  teams    and  about  50  thousand  local  visitors  and  

tourists.  Guests  can  watch  the  artists  at  work  and  see  all  the  finished  objects  in  a   fantastic  light  display.

Children  can  have  fun,too,  in  the  Kids`  Park  which  offers  a  great  variety   of  activities,  including  rides,  slides,  mazes  and  trains.  This  is  

definitely  an  event  that  is  not  to  be  missed.

Choose  the  correct  answer:

Did  Ice  Alaska  start  as  something  different  from  what  it  is  now?:

a)  Yes,  it  did       b)  No,  it  didn`t       c)  Doesn`t  say

2.   When  did  the  town`s  ice  sculpting  start?

a)  In  1934          b)  In  1936      c)  In  1938

3.  What  were  the  first  ice  objects  carved  in  Fairbanks?

a)  dogs    b)  thrones       c)  a  king  and  a  queen

4.  When  did  Ice  Alaska  turn  into  a  competition?

a)  In  1988   b)  In  1934    c)  In  1990



E__________________________

In order to be  fair,   we  should  remark   that  the  first  universally  recognized  masterpiece  of  Ice  Art  was  created in  

Russia.  In  1740,  during  the  reign  of  Empress  Anna  Ioanovna,  an  ice  palace  was  erected  in  Saint  Petersburg  to  

entertain  the  mortally  ill  Tsarina.  Inside  the  Ice  House,  as  it  was  called,  all  the  furniture,  furnishing,  crockery  and  

even  piles  of  playing  cards  were  cut  from  ice.  Firewood,  covered  with oil,  was  burning  in  the  fireplace,  Water 

was  spurting  out  of  an  ice  elephant`s  trunk  and  ice  cannons  were  shooting  to  honour  the  Empress. 

Contemporaries  were  so  deeply  impressed  by    the  view  of  the  attraction  that  afterwards  they  left  most  vivid 

memories  of  that  masterpiece.

In  recent  years  the  once  lost  traditions  of  Russian  Ice  Art  have  been  enthusiastically  revived.  In  Saint  Petersburg,  

for  instance,  the  above-mentioned  Ice  House  has  been  reconstructed  with  various  entertainments  for  visitors.  

Moscow,  Yekaterinburg,  Perm, Tomsk   and  other  cities  and  towns,  where  winter  temperatures  can  stay  low  for  

months,  hold  ice  art  festivals,  competitions,  attractions  with  various  outdoor  activities  for  grown-ups  and  children.  

Some  of  them  are  quite  unusual.  In  Tomsk,  for  example,  one  of  ice  festivals  was  completely  prepared  by  

convicts  of  local  exile  camps. They  worked  hard  to  cut,  carve,  decorate  and  polish  ice  objects  for  the  sake of

those, who  came  to  enjoy  the  results  of  their  work.Giving  comments  on  the  event,  the  chief  of  the  exile  place 

cited  the  well-known  saying  that  beauty  will  save  the  world.

Infer  meaning:

What  did  the  chief  mean  by  his  words?

What  makes  you  think  so?



• After  you  read:

• The  main  idea  of  the  introduction  is:

– that  Ice  Art  is  not  genuine  because  its  product  is  limited  in  time;

– that  it  is  a  real  art  despite  the  short  lifetime  of  ice  objects;

– that  it  is  a  genuine  art  because  of  their  limited  lifetime.

• 2.  The  purpose  of   article  A  is:

• a}  to  tell  where  and  when  Ice  Art  originated;

• b}  to  tell  where,  when  and  how  ice  art  events  began;

• c}  to  tell  both.

• 3.   Is  it  true  that  the  colder  the  temperature  is  the  better  it  is  for  ice  art  objects?

• 4.   Artificial  ice  is  more  preferable  for  ice  sculpting  than  natural  ice:

• A}  yes         b}  no       c}  not  stated.

• 5.   The  promotion  of  Ice  Art  in  the  twentieth  century  was  due  to:

• a)  a  wide  range  of  mechanical  tools;

• b} employing  electric  instruments;

• c}  both.

• 6.   Ice   Alaska  is  one  of  the  world`s  most  famous

• a)  entertainments;

• b)  championships;

• c)  championships  and  entertainments.

• 7.  Is  Russia  a  beginner  at  Ice  Art:

• a}  yes     b}  no   c}  not  stated. 


